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1. This written opinion is the first drawn by this International Preliminaiy Examining Authority. 

2. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items:. 
Basis of the opinion 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned sta t em en t under Rule 66.2(aXii) with regaird to novdlty, inventive stq> or industrial applicability; citations and 
e?q>lanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international a^licatioh 

Certain observations on the international application 

3: The FINAL DATE by.^^^ch the international preliminary examination report must be established according to Rule 69.2 is: 
12 January 2005 

4. The applicant is herd>y invited to reply to this opinion. 

When? See the Reply Due date indicated above. However, the Australian Patent Office wiU not establish the Report before the earlier 
of (i) a response being filed, or (ii) one month before the Final Date by vdiich the international i»^eliminary examiriation report 
must be established. The Report will take into account any response (including amendments) filed before the Report is 
established. 

If no response is filed by 1 month before the Final Date, the international preliminary examination report will be established 
on the basis of this opinioiL 

Applicants wishing to have the benefit of a further opinion (if needed) before the report is established should ensure that a 
response is filed at least 3 months before the Final Date by which the international preliminary examination report must be 
established. 

How? By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where appropriate, by amendments, according to Rule 66.3. 

For the form and the language of the amendments, see Rules 66.8 and 66.9. 
Also For an additional opportunity to subrrut amendments, see Rule 66.4. 

For the examinei^ obligation to consider amendments and/or arguments, see Rule 66Abis. 

For an informal corrmiunication with the examiner, see Rule 66 . 6 . 
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Basis of the opinion 



3. 



5. 



. pages 

I I the claims, pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 

I I the drawings, pages 



With regard to the dements of the international application:* 
[xl the international application as originally filed. 

1 I the description, pages , as originally filed, 

filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 
as amended imder Article 19, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally^filed, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
[ I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language ofa translation furnished for the purposes ofimernational search (under Rule 23.1^^ 
I I . the language ofpublicationofthe international application (under Rule 4S.3(b)). 

{ I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the written opinion 
was drawn on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in printed forin. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequenUy to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequenUy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequentiy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of : 

I I the description, pages 

[ I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

I I This opinion has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been inade, since they have been considered 
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). . 



Replacement sheets which have been furmshed to: the receiving C^^ in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in Ous 
opinion as "originally filed" . . . . ! 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or uidustrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 3, 4-24 

Claims 1-2, 3A 
hiventive step (IS) Claims 3, 6-24 

Claims 1-2, 3A, 4-5 
Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-24 

Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 

NOVELTY (N) Claims 1-2. 3A : 

(a) GB 2254872 A 1-2 

(b) FR 2713693 A 1-2 

(c) BE 843260 A 1, 3A 

Eadi of the above docimients also dted in die international seardi report disclose all of tiie features of the 
claims identified alongside. 

Claim 1: 

For example document (a) see page 4 hne 5 to page 7 hne 25, Figures 1-1 1, wherein it clearly discloses a 
method for assmbling a 2-piece skin door involvmg Ae features as defined and in particular a bottom skin (14), a 
top skin (13) folded to conq>lemeatarily hem each other in an interlocking manner to form a seam (15, 16, 21, 22). 

Claims 2: 

The additional features introduced by these claims are similarly disclosed in the docum^t (a) for example: 

-the top skin*s edges are bent downwardly. seepage4 lines7-ll Figure 1 items 15, 16 
less dian the fiill thickness of the door edge. 

. Claun3A: 

The additional features introduced by this claim are dis;closed in the document (c) for exaihple: 

- interlocking seams are provided at see page 3 at 3"* paragraph Figure 

diagonally-opposing edges of the items la, 2a and lb, 2b respectively 

assembled door. 

INVENTIVE STEP aS^ Claims 1-2. 3A. 4-5 : 
Claims 1-2, 3A: As above. 

Clams 4-5: 

The additional features introduced by these claims merely amouiit td cbnmioh g^eral knbwl^ge hence do 
not involve an inventive step. 
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Dear sir 

Re: PCT Application PCT/SG2003/000076 

Title: Method and Apparatus for Assembling a 2-Piece Skin Door 

Applicant: Malaysia Woodworking (Re) Ltd 

Our Ref: 1237.P002PCT 

Thank you for your written opinion dated 16 April 2004. 

To meet the novelty and inventive requirements, we have amended the claims as follows: 
Old Claims 1 , 2 and 3 have been combined into new Claim 1 to take advantage of the novel 
and inventive feature of old Claim 3. 
Old Claim 3A has been deleted. 

Old Claims 4, 5 and 6 have been combined into new Claim 2. 

The remaining claims and their dependencies have been renumbered accordingly. These 
amendments add no new matter to the application. 

Both the marked amended claim set and the original claim set as filed are attached. 

We trust that you will find these amendments to be acceptable and we look fon^^ard to a 
positive second opinion. However, should it be necessary, we would like to make further 
amendments or to present other arguments in response to subsequent opinions. 

Yours sincerely 

LAWRENCE YD HO & ASSOCIATES PTE LTD 
Kay-Min Chan 
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